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Pope and to prove his love of toleration by allowing
the poor fathers to return. Sully vainly pointed out
that the Jesuits, who were the soul of the counter
Reformation, who were supreme at the Courts of
Vienna and Brussels, must necessarily be the in-
veterate opponents of a policy based on toleration,
and which aimed at overthrowing the power of the
Hapsburgs by consolidating German Protestantism.
" No doubt," replied his master, " but I must do
one of two things : Receive them and learn by ex-
perience the value of their protestations and prom-
ises, or by a decided refusal reduce them to such
despair, that they will certainly attempt my life,
which will be made so wretched by the constant fear
of dagger or poison that I would far rather be
dead." The Parliament protested in vain. The
decree authorising the return of the Order was regis-
tered (September, 1603). The King showed the
Jesuits much favour, liberally endowed their college
at La Fl&che and other institutions. But he at the
same time allowed the Huguenots to open their
place of worship at Charenton, and endeavoured to
persuade them by word and deed that they might
trust to his affection and policy for protection against
their enemies. The Jesuits had hoped with the aid
of their friends among his advisers to make Henry
their confederate in the struggle against heresy.
When they found that he was still the ally of their
opponents and the strength of the resistance to the
further progress of Romanism, were they not likely
in their disappointment to become even more bitter
and dangerous enemies, and that too, as Sully said,